
THIRD GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #9: Early American Colonies Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

ELAGSE3RI9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic.

ELAGSE3W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
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Essential Questions

Literal—

Which countries established settlements in North America?

What were the original 13 colonies established by England?

What native groups did the English colonists encounter?

What challenges did the colonists face and how did they
overcome them?

Inferential—

How were the English colonies similar to and different from
other North American settlements?

How did interactions between the colonists and native groups
change over time?

Evaluative -

What was the biggest factor in the English colonies
surviving their initial struggles?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

move, live, different colony, freedom, profit, religion, education,
economy, perspectives

New England, Mid-Atlantic, Southern,

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Instructional Notes

Comprehension Strategy

Use Expository Text Wheel strategy from Florida Center for
Reading Research to guide identification of main ideas and
details for books and passages in this unit. This would make a
great interactive hall display if students analyze different
passages, books, or chapters within a book.

Vocabulary Strategy

Use Semantic Mapping to build understanding of how
different period-specific vocabulary related to American
colonial life.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_comprehension/k1_expository_text_structure.pdf/k1_c016_expository_text_wheel.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/connecting-word-meanings-through-semantic-mapping


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Think Pair Share

With a partner, pretend that you are each forming your very own colony, one in the New England region and one in the Southern region. Both of you would like your colony to be an
example to all people. Discuss with your partner how you would govern your “city on a hill.” Think about how people in your colony would meet their needs for food and shelter. How
would they become educated? What would the rules be about religion? Discuss what would be the same and what would be different.

Standards:
ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “Pilgrims and Puritans-Who Were the Pilgrims?”

Standards:
ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: Provide students with the following prompt and an Information Writing Checklist to guide their work: How would you compare and contrast the three colonial regions,
including their geography, climate, and main industries? Score final products using an Information Writing Rubric.

Standards:
ELAGSE3W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XfpQQzgjtIhAYzRXC9KTS3sINHh7rvye/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1etfR6OWCBXI_clJc0ohxRSgDv9IZgQxE/view?usp=sharing


Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Considerations

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: Three Young Pilgrims

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

1. Guide students through a Human Barometer activity based on the prompt: Should the
Europeans have claimed land for themselves on which people were already living?
Encourage students to base their choices and conversations on information drawn
from texts in this unit in addition to their personal opinion.

2. After students have shared their opinions and perspectives, bring the class back
together for a whole group discussion of the question: How would the lives of modern
Americans be different if the Eurpeans had not claimed land to establish the colonies?

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

1. In three columns, write the letters of the names of the three colonial regions
vertically on chart paper, a chalkboard, or a whiteboard: SOUTHERN; NEW ENGLAND;
MIDDLE ATLANTIC.

2. As a class, use the letters of each word to create an acrostic about one region,
describing what has been learned thus far about the geography, climate, industries,
and/or culture. Each letter of the region may be used to begin a word, phrase, or
sentence. You may also wish to list more than one word for each letter. Encourage use
of core vocabulary and geography terms. For example, for SOUTHERN, you might list
the following (and add other words later):
• S—Settlements; (Savannah)
• O—One crop was tobacco; (Oglethorpe)
• U—Unprepared
• T—Tobacco was a main crop in the South; (Tomochichi)
• H—Humid climate
• E—English colonies; (Europeans)
• R—Roanoke Island; (Rolfe)
• N—Native Americans

3. Have individuals, pairs, or small groups create acrostics for the remaining colonial
regions.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Igtc-jTr6YvuiridTMX_MRBOItxY4fI_jZ2IlquI6Sc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/barometer-taking-stand-controversial-issues#:~:text=Rationale,a%20wide%20range%20of%20opinions.


Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

True Book: The Thirteen Colonies
Three Young Pilgrims (District provided)
My Life in the American Colonies
Squato’s Journey: The Story of the First Thanksgiving
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